
 

 

We bid farewell … 

Methodist Homes recently bid farewell to two of its longest standing Directors. 

Mr Ron Fandam and Mr Tony Geake both retire from the Methodist Homes Board of Directors in 

December 2016 after serving on the Board for 28 and 23 years, respectively. 

 

Ron Fandam, whilst serving on the Garden Village Local 

Committee in 1988, was approached by Mr Matt Eddy to join 

the Methodist Homes Board of Directors.  When Mr Eddy 

retired as Chairman in 1992, Ron was appointed to take his 

place. 

It was at about this time that the Board decided to embark on 

a programme of building life rights units (or Privately Funded 

Units – PFU’s as they are known).  As the only architect on the 

Board, Ron was asked to take on the task of developing a vacant 

portion of land at Garden Village. 

After a brief tenure as Chairman, in order to avoid any conflict of interest, Ron stepped down as 

Chairman of the Board in favour of Rupert Gush. 

A pilot scheme of 11 two bedroom units was planned and built at Garden Village. 

Beginning with Rose Village and followed by Summit Village, these properties were developed in 

stages as units were marketed.  I due course more PFUs were built on vacant portion of land at 

Fairleads, Arbor Village and Summerfield Park.  

Ron and his wife, Myrna, have lived in the Clusters at Summerfield Park for the past 11 years. 

Ron has also been instrumental in assisting with building works at other MHA villages; namely 

Queenswood in Pretoria and Prim Villa in Germiston. 

In 1994 Methodist Homes established the MHA Foundation which started with a small donation 

being made by each of the Directors.  Ron has been a Trustee of the MHA Foundation since its 

inception. 

“During my 28 years on the Board I have had the privilege of being associated with a number of 

fellow directors as well as dedicated staff members.  I leave the Board with the knowledge and 

satisfaction of having seen Methodist Homes grow from fairly humble beginnings into the significant 

organisation that it is today” says Ron. 

 



 

 

As a result of his long association with the late Ian Ives, Yvonne and their 

family dating back to the 1970’s, Ian invited Tony Geake to serve on 

the local committee at Garden Village in 1990.  Tony subsequently 

became chairperson of the committee. 

In 1993 Tony was invited to serve on the Methodist Homes Board 

of Directors and was also appointed as a Trustee of the MHA 

Foundation.  

He was involved at an early stage in resolving issues with SARS in 

regard to the tax status of the Foundation and other matters, some of 

which still are receiving attention with the proposed redrafting of the 

Deed of Trust and related matters. 

Tony recalls having received a telephone call from one of the committee members of St. 

Christopher’s (now Summerfield Park) asking if Methodist Homes would consider taking over its 

administration and incorporating St. Christopher’s into Methodist Homes.  This was considered and 

duly approved by the Board – a process which took a few years before St. Christopher’s being 

absorbed into the Methodist Homes family. 

Various significant bequests have been secured for the MHA Foundation with Tony’s assistance.  He 

knew Mike Maingard well, having worked together for a number of years, and whose estate Tony 

wound up with a subsequent bequest devolving on Methodist Homes.  The R.K. Fraay Institute, 

which Tony chaired until a few years ago, also made some meaningful awards to Methodist Homes. 

Over the past 46 years Methodist Homes have been 

most fortunate to have access to dedicated members 

of the Board who impart their knowledge and 

expertise so willingly. 

On Thursday 24th November Mr Les Smith, Chairman 

of the Methodist Homes Board of Directors, hosted a 

dinner for Ron and Tony in recognition of the 

significant contributions they have each made to the 

ongoing success of Methodist Homes. 

 

 


